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REMARKS 

Claims 1-14 are currently pending in the present application. 

Amendments : Claim 11 stands objected to as depending on rejected 
independent process claim 10, but allowable if placed into independent form. 

In order to place the pending claims into condition for immediate 
allowance, the Applicant has amended claim 11 into independent form by 
incorporating the limitations of claim 11 and its parent claim 10 into claim 1 
(claim 10 having previously incorporated claim l's process gas limitations by 
reference). Claims 10-11 have been canceled accordingly, without prejudice to 
the subject matter therein. 

Conforming amendments also have been made to claims 2-9 to place them 
into process form, and claims 12-13 have been amended to change their 
dependencies from claim 10 to claim 1. 

Finally, claim 14 has also been amended to incorporate the limitations of 
claims 10 and 11. 

In view of the foregoing amendments, the Applicant respectfully submits 
that claims 1-9 and 12-14 are in condition for allowance. 

Rejection Under $112 : Claims 2-9 stand rejected under §112, second 
paragraph, as indefinite on the grounds that it is unclear which gas is referred to 
in each of these dependent claims. The Applicant respectfully submits the 
claims are sufficiently definite. 

Claim 1 recites ten alternative gas compositions, including several which 
include carbon dioxide and/or oxygen. The dependent claims further restrict the 
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scope of claim 1 to gases which contain the recited fractions of carbon dioxide or 
oxygen. For example, claim 2 recites a carbon dioxide content of between about 
15% and about 90%. Thus, claim 2 limits claim 1 to five of the ten recited 
alternate gas mixtures (i.e., the binary or ternary mixtures containing carbon 
dioxide), and further limits the carbon dioxide concentrations of each of the five 
alternatives to between about 15% and about 90%. Claim 6 similarly limits the 
oxygen content of the five claim 1 alternative binary and ternary mixtures which 
contain oxygen. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that one of ordinary skill in the art 
would readily understand, just from the claims (i.e., without even reading the 
claims in light of the specification, as required), exactly which of the process gas 
alternatives were being identified in each of the dependent claims 2-9, and 
exactly how these gases were being limited. Accordingly, the Applicant 
respectfully submits that the claims are sufficiently definite under § 112, second 
paragraph, and requests the pending § 112 rejection be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, the Applicant 
respectfully submits that claims 1-9 and 12-14 are now in condition for 
allowance. Early and favorable consideration and issuance of a Notice of 
Allowance for these claims is respectfully requested. 

If there are any questions regarding this amendment or the application in 
general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated since this 
should expedite the prosecution of the application for all concerned. 
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If necessary to effect a timely response, this paper should be considered as 
a petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response, and 
please charge any deficiency in fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit 
Account No. 05-1323 (Docket #038724.52699US). 



Respectfully submitted, 



March 24, 2005 
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